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(571 ABSTRACT

Informaton for display at a terminal apparatus of a com-
puter is stored in blocks the first part of which contains
the information which is actually displayed at the termi-
nal and the second part of which contains information
relating to the display and which may be used to influ-
ence the display at the time or in response to a keyboard
entry signal. For example, the second part of the block
could include information for providing the complete
address of an another block which would be selected by
the operation of a selected key of the keyboard. The
second part of the block could alternatively influence
the format and/or color of the display at the terminal.
When a block is read from the store of the computer the
second part is retained in another store which may be
located in the terminal or in the computer itself or per-
haps both. The invention is particularly useful in reduc-
ing the complexity of the operating protocol of the
computer.
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